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To whom it may concern                                  
 
In  end of January 2009 I and actors of my Theatre were 
in Tel Aviv.  
Gabriella Lev, who once visited us  in Poland, invited us to see her performance, called “Shulem”, presented in Jerusalem by her Theatre Company, Jerusalem. 
The performance made a big impression on me and my colleagues. It was moving--a real “poem for the theatre”-- personal and objective, moving and full of humor. 
For us, in Poland, holocaust means inferno and the only color which  assists the memories and images of that time is a deep, greasy black. Like in hell. Like in Tadeusz Borowski’s novel, “This Way For The Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen”. 
Gabriella Lev and her Company,  while touching those horrifying issues and experiences, still alive in the memories of her own family, is able to show that “life is beautiful”, 
as in the famous film of Roberto Benigni. She is still able to show that one can call out from the bottom of the depths not only with the voice of despair but also with the voice 
of hope.
The actors perform wonderfully and Gabriella turns into different characters (including an innocent child), in such way, that we see before us the whole of her family. I felt very close to it, as if I too were a part of the family. 
Acting, music sung and played live, simple but multifunctional stage design, fast montage, unpretentious, serene way of turning to the spectators, creating – as a specific intermezzo - the “effect of closeness”, all of that on a high level of professionalism.  It plucks subtly at the strings of our feelings.  
Gabriella Lev deserves admiration, as do Ayellet Stoller, who is an actress and co- creator of the performance, Serge Ouknine -  the director, Avishai Fisz and Gershon Waiserfirer – actors and musicians. 
After the performance, in the  night  we all went together to The Wailing Wall. 
                                                                                    
      Wlodzimierz Staniewski
                                                                       Founder and Director of Theatre Gardzienice
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