











THEATRL
COMPANY

JERUSALEM

fuses contemporary theater and music with
ancient Hebrew and Aramaic writing and song to

create vibrant performances of artistic excellence.

is to create a cultural centre in
which performing artists, students and the general
public can discover the Jewish ancient sources
evoking their human contemporary and universal
qualities through the performing arts.

are those expressed in
the texts in which our artistic work is rooted. Their
essential questions are ours: How do we live?
What is our response to our fellow wo/man? To
our God? to our universe?
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Gabriella Lev initiated the formation

of the company in 1982 to release the
silenced voice of women within Jewish
tradition. She was then joined by fellow
artists Aliza Elion-Israeli, Ruth Wieder-
Magan and Joyce Miller. Their vision of
forging a theatre which is reflective of
Jerusalem’s cultural and geographical
context, grounded in Jewish texts, and
employing new forms and techniques of
theatrical expression is forever coming
into being.



has produced
over twenty original works
and has performed to over
500,000 people in Israel

and abroad.
and
D United Nations Prize during The D Master performances at Chingokuji Temple,
International Year of the Woman (1973) Japan
D Meir Margalit Prize for Outstanding D Festival of Ecological Dance and Music,
Theatrical Achievement South Korea
D Acre Alternative Festival Prize D The Edinburgh Festival, Scotland
D Edinburgh Fringe First D Kulturhuset, Stolkholm Sweden
(at the Edinburgh Theater Festival) D The Festival for Mediterranean Theater,
D Festival of Sacred Music, Bangalore, India Lyon France
(Under auspices of H.H.Dahli Lamma) D The Woman’s Festival for Performing Arts,
D Festival of Sacred Music, Delhi, India Jerusalem
(Under auspices of H.H.Dahli Lamma) D The Festival for Theater from Ancient Myths,
D Festival of Sacred Music Changnai, Thailand Hungary
D Sacred Voices, London D The Israel Festival, Jerusalem

D The Festival of the Promised Land,
Lodz Poland

D The Acre Festival for Alternative Theater,
Israel

D Special Appearance, Volga & Moscow




In its 25™ year of artistic activity and about to
enter its own premises, a restored performing
space in the centre of the ancient/modern city of
Jerusalem, Theatre Company Jerusalem (TCJ)
aspires to create a contemporary theatre of
excellence rooted in ancient Hebrew and Aramaic
writing and song. Reclaiming the woman's voice
in Jewish sources and conveying our organic
relationship to our roots, our land, our gender, our
history and our mythology through theatre and the
performing arts , the company performs all over
the world.

The methodology of working with ancient

sacred texts involves in-depth chevruta study
(study-partners) of a variety of traditional
commentaries — Kabalistic mysticism (the Zohar),
Midrash (Legend), early and late commentators
and Chassidism — intertwined with modern
philosophy and the personal life experiences of
the chevruta members. Coupled with this textual
investigation, a wide array of performance art
techniques is explored within the studio. Thus, the
tradition of Midrashic polemics is expanded from
the solely intellectual to the physical and sensual
as it is embellished with personal meanings and
profound artistic experiences.



