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Abstract

The two concepts of Theatre and Judaism are often perceived as contradictory. This essay
seeks to present an opposite claim, by showing the synthesis between the Jewish Literature
of interpretation and the theatrical genre of Story-Theater. The research is based on a
combination of interviews with creators, analysis of plays and theories in the fields of
theatre, literature, philosophy, sociology and Talmudic-studies. The research strives to
examine a sample of four plays that visualise Aggadah-Midrashim while using their
original Talmudic texts and in doing so, it demonstrates the intentional manner these plays
were shaped by combining form and content. This combination revives the original oral
quality of the Midrash, and emphasizes the act of interpretation that sets the stage to
present many voices. Through these theatrical shows, the two worlds of the Beit Midrash
and the theater steer away from opposition and instead complete, enrich and animate one

another.
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What happens in Story Theatre, therefore, is not at all the simple telling of a story, but a
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refraction of a tale that has already been told in a particular manner for particular ends.
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Significantly, Story Theatre does not deal with fully realized dramatic text, but rather with

. . . N 24
a dramatic outline culled from previously existing literary material.
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This new technique not only allowed a break with a traditional, familiar text, but also offered an
unusual combination of pantomime and narrative, giving the audience a sense that even though

. . . . . . . 25
the story was told in the past tense, its recreation was going on immediately in present [...]
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One of the interesting things about this technique of using literature or the means of literature more
directly on the stage is that we can manipulate time, and we can attempt to manipulate sensibilities
so that we have more than one voice speaking. We have the character’s voice and the author’s
voice speaking simultaneously. We have the present and the past existing simultaneously. That sets

. . 29
up an extraordinary tension [...]
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Story Theatre tries to recapture that simplicity of storytelling. It takes away everything; there is no

. . . . . . 227
scenery, no props, nothing except some actors telling a story and the imagination of the audience.
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Even in the simplest story there is bound to be some kind of blockage, if only for the fact that no
tale can ever be told in its entirety. Indeed, it is only through inevitable omissions that a story will
gain its dynamism. Thus whenever the flow is interrupted and we are led off in unexpected

direction, the opportunity is given to us to bring into play our own faculty for establishing

connections - for filling in the gaps left by the text itself.*
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Ideally, before each performance, the audience should be presented with and asked to read the
stories that will be the material of that evening’s performance, since Story Theatre does not present
or illustrate this material so much as “do things with it”, a “re-seeing” of pre-existing material
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The stage is no longer a static, localized space, but anywhere the actor, director or writer wishes it

to be, lending theatre something like the fluidity and freedom of film™.
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It is in the return of writing to speech that rabbinic texts achieve their literary purpose and gain their
completion as "works" that are, of course, constantly being rewritten as they are studied and
performed. This essay began with the observation that the rabbinic texts of Late Antiquity certainly

had an audience. We wondered whether it had authors. Now we can answer that question without

. . .. .. . . 306
much hesitation. In the writings of rabbinic Oral Torah, the author was - and is - the audience!
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The shared text may be a source of conflicting beliefs and practices, but the community
recognize that it alone must be used to justify them all [...] It is procedural agreement that all
practices, beliefs, or institutions, whatever they may be, are to be justified in reference to the
text, as an interpretation of the text [...] Courts can produce radically opposing rulings; what

. . . . 315
binds them together is agreement about the text that is the ground for the rulings.
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